
Keep Your
Money Safe

E a c h  m o n th  we  se e

m a ny  i n c i d e n t s  o f

f rauds te r s  ta rg e t i n g

our  res i d e n t s  i n  a n

a t te mpt  to  d e f raud

th e m .  W e ’ re  wo rk i n g

h a rd  to  preve n t  th is

a n d  suppo r t  vu l n e ra b l e

v i c t i ms  o f  f raud  o r

sc a ms .  By  f o l l ow i n g

our  t ips  a n d

e n c oura g i n g  f a m i ly ,

f r i e n ds  a n d  c o l l e a gues

to  d o  so  to o ,  you  c a n

re duc e  th e  r isk  o f

b e c o m i n g  a  v i c t i m .

D e te c t ive  C h i e f  I nspe c to r

A n to ny  L e a d b e a t te r  

Sur rey  P o l i c e  &  

Sussex  P o l i c e  

E c o n o m i c  C r i m e  U n i t

Sussex  P o l i c e  we re  n o t i f i e d  o f  a  f raud  i n

a c t i o n  by  a  H o r sh a m  j ewe l l e r s  l as t  we e k .

A n  82 -ye a r -o l d  m a n  h a d  b e e n  i ns t ruc te d

to  purc h ase  a  R o l ex  wa tc h  c os t i n g  a roun d

£40 ,000  a f te r  re c e iv i n g  a  te l eph o n e  c a l l

f ro m  a  f a k e  po l i c e  o f f i c e r .

T h ey  k ept  h i m  o n  th e  ph o n e  f o r  f ive

h ours ,  te l l i n g  h i m  th ey  we re  i nves t i g a t i n g

a  f raud .  
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H e  was  i ns t ruc te d  to  ta k e  a  tax i  to  H o r sh a m  to  buy

th e  R o l ex ,  a n d  was  to l d  to  ta k e  h is  l a n d l i n e  o f f  th e

h o o k  a n d  s tay  o n  h is  m o b i l e  ph o n e  c o n n e c te d  to  th e

sc a m m e r s  th roug h out .  T h a n k fu l ly ,  th e  s ta f f  a t  th e

j ewe l l e r s  we re  c o n c e rn e d  th is  was  a  sc a m  a n d  c a l l e d

th e  po l i c e ,  wh o  a t te n d e d  a n d  c o n f i rm e d  th is  was  th e

c ase .

P o l i c e  h ave  se e n  a  r ise  i n  th is  c h a n g e  o f  m o dus

ope ra n d i  (M O )  i n  c our i e r  f raud  a c ross  b o th  f o rc es

w i th  m o re  a n d  m o re  i n c i d e n t s  wh e re  v i c t i ms  a re

b e i n g  c o e rc e d  i n to  purc h as i n g  a n d  h a n d i n g  ove r

expe ns ive  j ewe l l e r y  a n d  g o l d .  N e i g h b ourh o o d  te a ms

a n d  po l i c e  vo lun te e r s  h ave  b e e n  c o n duc t i n g  v is i t s

to  j ewe l l e r s  a c ross  th e  c oun t i es  prov i d i n g  th e m  w i th

pro mpt  c a rds  a n d  awa re n ess  l i te ra tu re  re l a t i n g  to

th ese  t ype  o f  c a l ls .  O f f i c e r s  a lso  o f f e re d  a dv i c e  to

c h a l l e n g e  th e  cus to m e r s  a n d  c a l l  susp i c i o ns  i n to

po l i c e  a t  th e  t i m e  o f  th e  eve n t ,  to  ass is t  i n

preve n t i n g  th e  c r i m es  a n d  l i m i t i n g  th e  f i n a n c i a l  l oss

to  th e  wou l d -b e  v i c t i ms .  

P l e ase  re m e m b e r ,  po l i c e  w i l l  n eve r  ask  you  to

w i th d raw  o r  t ra ns f e r  m o n ey ,  h a n d  ove r  o r  purc h ase

g o l d ,  j ewe l l e r y  o r  o th e r  expe ns ive  i te ms .  



I n  Apr i l  2025 ,  th e  suspe c t  was  c h a rg e d  w i th  19  o f f e n c es

o f  f raud  by  f a lse  represe n ta t i o n  a n d  o n e  f raudu l e n t

t ra d i n g  c h a rg e  f o r  a  se r i es  o f  c r i m es  wh i c h  to o k  p l a c e

b e twe e n  N ove m b e r  2022  a n d  F e b rua r y  2025 .

T h e  suspe c t  wou l d  g o  o n  to  p l e a d  gu i l t y  a n d  was

se n te n c e d  a t  L ewes  C rown  C our t  i n  Jun e  2025 .

D o o r s tep  c r i m i n a ls  a n d  b o gus  t ra d espe r so ns  wh o  prey  o n

vu l n e ra b l e  pe op l e  c o n t i nue  to  ope ra te  a c ross  Sur rey  a n d

Sussex  w i th  b o th  f o rc es  b e i n g  i n  th e  top  f ive  n a t i o n a l ly

f o r  repo r t s  by  v i c t i ms ,  w i th  th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  v i c t i ms

b e i n g  e l d e r ly .

Sur rey  P o l i c e  is  cur re n t ly  wo rk i n g  w i th  T ra d i n g  S ta n d a rds ,

C r i m es toppe r s ,  l o c a l  c oun c i ls  a n d  A g e  U K  to  d e l ive r

e n g a g e m e n t   eve n t s .

T h ese  f o cus  o n  prov i d i n g  a dv i c e  a n d  suppo r t  to  th e  pub l i c

a roun d  d o o r s tep  c r i m i n a l i t y  a n d  e duc a t i n g  th e  pub l i c  o n

h ow  to  avo i d  b e c o m i n g  a  ta rg e t .

A  c h i m n ey  swe ep  f ro m  E as t  Sussex  wh o  a d m i t te d  d e f raud i n g

t rus t i n g  cus to m e r s  out  o f  n e a r ly  £30 ,000  h as  b e e n  j a i l e d  f o r  30

m o n ths .  

Exc e l l e n t  te a mwo rk  f ro m  E as t  Sussex  po l i c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  s ta f f

se cure d  a n  outs ta n d i n g  20  c h a rg es  a g a i ns t  th e  se r i a l  f rauds te r

wh o  c ause d  19  v i c t i ms ,  m a ny  o f  wh o m  we re  vu l n e ra b l e ,  to  l ose

a l m os t  £30k  c o l l e c t ive ly .  

SURREY POLICE AND SUSSEX POLICE FRAUD NEWSLETTER02

TIPS

ANOTHER FRAUDSTER BEHIND BARS….

T r y  to  avo i d  c ash -o n ly  paym e n t s  wh e re  poss i b l e  as  th ey  c a r r y  a  h i g h e r - l eve l  o f

r isk  a n d  th ese  t ra nsa c t i o ns  a re  ra re ly  aud i ta b l e .  

W h e re  poss i b l e ,  c o ns i d e r  pay i n g  by  c re d i t  c a rd  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o nsum e r

p ro te c t i o ns .  B a n k  t ra ns f e r  o f f e r s  th e  n ex t  g re a tes t  l eve l  o f  c o nsum e r  pro te c t i o n

due  to  re i m burse m e n t  ru l es  re l a t i n g  to  f raud .  

D o  n o t  pay  a l l  fun ds  up  f ro n t  -  s ta g e d  paym e n t s  sh ou l d  c o r respo n d  w i th  th e

pro g ress  o f  th e  wo rk .
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Our  te a m  o f  17  F raud  P reve n t i o n  vo lun te e r s  wo rk i n g  a c ross  a l l

b o roug hs  i n  Sur rey  we re  th is  m o n th  re c o g n ise d  f o r  th e i r  outs ta n d i n g

c o n t r i but i o n  to  th e  res i d e n t s  o f  Sur rey .

T h e  te a m  m e m b e r s  we re  e a c h  awa rd e d  w i th  th e  pres t i g i ous  re c o g n i t i o n

o f  re c e iv i n g  a  C h i e f ’s  C o m m e n d a t i o n .

T h ese  we re  prese n te d  by  C h i e f  C o ns ta b l e  T i m  D e  M eye r  a t  a  c e re m o ny

a t  L ose l ey  P a rk  o n  W e d n esd ay ,  1 1  Jun e .

P C C  L isa  T ownse n d  a lso  sh owe d  h e r  appre c i a t i o n  to  th e  te a m  o f

vo lun te e r s ,  a t te n d i n g  a n  i n f o rm a l  eve n t  a t  C a te rh a m  P o l i c e  S ta t i o n  i n

M ay  wh e re  sh e  m e t  w i th  th e  vo lun te e r s  a n d  h e a rd  a b out  a l l  th e  g re a t

wo rk  th ey  h ave  b e e n  suppo r t i n g .

T h e  C o m m iss i o n e r  sa i d :  “T h ose  wh o  se r ve  w i th  th e  V o lun te e r  F raud

P reve n t i o n  P ro g ra m m e  m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e re n c e  to  th e  l ives  o f

Sur rey  res i d e n t s .

 

“ I ’d  l i k e  to  th a n k  th e m  f o r  th e i r  t i re l ess  e f f o r t s  to  s top  m o re  pe op l e

b e c o m i n g  v i c t i ms . ”

SHOUT OUT TO OUR SURREY POLICE VOLUNTEERS

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE FROM FRAUD
FREE TAILORED EVENTS

I f  you  o r  your  o rg a n isa t i o n  i n  Sur rey  o r  Sussex  f e e ls  th a t  you  c ou l d  b e n e f i t

f ro m  h av i n g  a  f re e  ta i l o re d  f raud  preve n t i o n  i n  pe r so n  e n g a g e m e n t ,  p l e ase

c o n ta c t  Sur rey  P o l i c e  a n d  Sussex  P o l i c e  d i re c t ly  o n

Sussexa n d Sur reyF raud P reve n t i o n E n g a g e m e n t s@su r rey .po l i c e . uk  f o r  fur th e r

i n f o rm a t i o n .

mailto:SussexandSurreyFraudPreventionEngagements@surrey.police.uk

